






60 muoh of. The collection and transport of the 
rifles seized was carried through without the 
slightest difficulty owing to the ability of the 
officers and men and the way, they left no detail 
unattended to. The Volunteer mm:ement has 
.reason to be proud of all ranks who participated 
in this ,'ery praiseworthy feat. So perfectly ""vas 
the whole matter arranged and executed that the 
enemy nas not got tl)e slightest clue either as to 
the people or the methods employed on the work. 

The escape of twenty Volunteer prisoners from 
the hands of the enemy in broad daylight at 
Mountjoy Prison was another exploit of which 
those responsible may well be proud. The 
organisation of the affair, down to the smallest 
details, both by the prisoners themselves and by 
those who assisted their escape was so perfect 
't!hat everything contemplated was carried out 
successfully without the slightest hitch. In all 
only twenty-seven prisoners were exercising at 
the time, and of these twenty escaped-the 
greatest number that could' possibly ,have been 
hoped for, as the others were occupied in keep
lng the warders and enemy soldiers at bay. The 
arrangements made for getting this large number 
of escaped prisoners safely and instantaneously 
away were so perfect and so well carrjed out 
that all the ,resources of the enemy were baffled 
and none of the escaped prisoners could be re
captured. The value of rapid action in demo
ralising the e'nemy and disconcerting him from 
the employment in time of the' machinery at his 
disposal-a useful military lesson-was power
fully illustrated on this occasion. 

The following letter has been sent by President 
de Valera to the Sinn Fein Executhe. It has 
been rigidly supprei>sed by the British Censor, 
and we give it publication in the " Oglach" as 
it is a matter of interest to Volunteers :-

A Chairde,-As I anticipated when I learned 
of the public reception, the alien mIlitary forces 
.in occupation of the country proclaimed it. I 
am sure. you also expected it. It is obvious that 
our English Government could not allow foreigl. 
correspondents and others to get such a clear 
insight into the real position in Ireland as youI' 
proposed demonstration would give. The con
trast between how the people would receive 
government by their own and government by the 
foreigner would be too sharp. It would never 
do that the peoples of other oountries should be 
forced to ask themselves bow it was that men 
whom the de facto gO"ernment of Ireland 
branded as criminals and put away as dangerous 
&bould be received by the people with such evident 

marks of their approbation. Th. roply "".uMJ. • • 
mvst disconcerting for the champiani of �d�~�m�o�
cratic rights and for the defenders af small 
nations. Think of what a shock it would give to 
those who believed English ministers when they 
echoed America's cry, "Government with tJhe 
consent of the governed," and "an end to mili
tary despotism everywhere 'I! Besides, the pre
sent moment would never suit at all. Think of 
Egypt and India and eyen British Labour itself. 
No oligarchs could stand it. "British Justice," 

. too, and the 'Very great Magna Charta-why, to 
use the famous word, it would be " unthinkable. " 
Hence the usual proof-General Shaw's "five 
million arguments each armed with a bayonet." 

I would not of course waste a �m�e�s�s�e�~�g�e�r� in 
sending yo-u the above. I write to request that 
you will not now per5ist in your idea. \Ye are 
as the Belgians when Belgium was occupied by 
German troops, and my advice to the people of 
Ireland would be precisely that of Cardinal 
Mercier to the Belgians. 

I kno-w that Engli!>h agents will put their 
complexion on your drawing back-90 not let 
that trouble \'ou too much. It will be but as an 
extra drop i; the ocean of lies they have given 
forth already, There are many other ways in 
which �t�h�e �~�p�e�o�p�l�e� of Ireland can demonstrate their 
will-if there should be any necessity for it at 
all seeing· the result of the general election-and 
I think you must all agree with me that the 
pre!>ent occasion is scarcely one in which we 
would be justified in risking the E"'e$ of the 
Citizens. I am certain it \\·Q.lIld not. 

Honest men e,'erywhere will understand the 
position, and England's proclamation with its 
accompanying military preparations ,,\·ill teach as 
much to those who are willing to be taught as 
would vour demon<;tration, l\len "who are not 
honest ;nd those who do net ",'ish to understand 
will help our cause \'ery .little. So we need not 
consider them. 

I am .sure you will all feel as I do. \Ve who 
haye waited know how to wait. :\1nny a heay)' 
fish is caught even with a fine line if the angler 
is patient. 

Is mor meas orraibh, 
�E�A�M�O�~�~� DE VALERA .. 

P.S.-I am) sendin.g �a�n�o�t�h�~�r� n.ote to the Lord 
:\Iayor. But please JI1form him llldependently, 
"., 


