






Battle of Thrasimene 
.. And such was their mutual auimosih, so intent 

W01'O they upou the battle, tbat the earthquake, which overthrew in great part many of the cities of Italy, 
which turued the COUl'se of rapid streams, pOUl'ed back the sea upon the rivers, and tore down the ,"cry 
mountains, Was not felt bl- oue of the comb'ltauts." Such i,; the description of ·Livy. It may be doubted 
whether modern tactics would admit of such an abstraction. 

The sito of the battle of ThraHimeno is not to be mistaken. 'l'he travellcr from the villagc under Cortona to Cnsa di l)lano, the next stage on the way to Rome, hus for the first two or three miles, around him, but more particularly to the right, that fl,\t land which 
Hanuibal laid waste in order to induce the Consul }'laminius to move from Arezzo. On his left, and in 
front of him, is a ridge of hills bending down towards the lake of Thrasimene, called by Livy .. montes 
Cortonenses," and now named the Gualandra. These hills he approaches at Ossaja, a village which the itiner­
aries pretend to have been so denominated from the bones found there: but there have been no bones found there, and the battle was fought on the other side of 
the hill. From Ossajn the road begins to rise a little, 
but does not pass into the roots of the mountains until the sixty-seventh milestone from Florence. 'l'he 
ascent thence is not steep but perpetual, and continues for twenty minutes. The lake is soon seen below on the right, with BOl'ghetto, a round tower, close upon the water; and the undulating hills partially covel'ed 
with wood, amongst which the road "inds, sink by degrees into the marshes neal' to this to,,-er. 

The Scene of the Battle. 
Lower than the road, down to the right amongst these woody hillocks, Hannibal placed his horse, in the jaws of, or rather above the pass, which was between the lake and the present road, and most probably close to Borghetto, just under the lowest of the tumuli. On the summit to the left above the road, is an old 

circular ruin, which the peasants call .. the tower of 
Hannibal the Carthaginian." A!'rived at the highest point of the road, the traveller has a partial view of the fatal plain, which opens fully upon him as he descehds the Gualandra. He soon find,; him elf in a vale enclosed to the left, and in front, and behind him by 
the Gualandra hills, bending round in a segment larger than a semicircle, and running down at each end to the lake, which obliques to the right and forms the chord of this mountain arc. The position cannot be guessed at from the plains oE Cortona, nor appears to be 0 completely enclosed unless to one who is fairly within the hills. If then, indeed, appear .. a place made as it were on purpose for a snare," loclIs insich'is natll8. 
.. BOl'ghetto is then Cound to stand in a narrow marshy pass close to the hill, and to the lake, whilst there is 
no other outlet at the opposite turn of the mountains than thl'Ough the little town of Passignano, wllicn is 
pushed into the water by the foot 01 a high t'ocky acclivity. " 

W here an Ambush Was Laid. 
There is a woody eminence branching down from 

the mountains into the upper end of the plain nearer to the side of Passignano, and on this stands a whito. village called Torre. Polybius seems to allude to this eminence as the one on which Hannibal encamped, and drew out hi heavy- armed Africans and Spaniru'd8 in n conspiclloU po ition. From this spot he de patched hi" Balearic andlight-arrucd troops round through the 
Gualandl'a height. to the right, so a" to arriYe unseen and for111 an ambush fl1l10Ugst the broken acclivities 
which the rond now pas e , and to be ready to act upon 
the left flank and above the enem\-, whilst the horse shot up the path behind. . 

Flaminiu came to the lake near BOl'ghetto at sun­
set; and, without ending any spie before him, marched through the pac:;s the next morning before the 
(by hlld quit.· I.roken, .0 thaL hI' lll'l'ceived nolLing of 
the hors' tlnd light trOt)p" above and about him, anel 
Raw only the h :n-Y-Ul'lJ1ed tlrthtlginian<; in front on the hill of Torre. 

Into the Trap. 
The comml began to draw out his army in the flat, 

and in the meantime the horse in ambush occupied the 
pass behind him, at Borghetto. Thus the Romans wero completely enclosed, having tho lake on the right, 
the main army on tho hill of 'l'one in front, the 
Uualundra hills filled with tho light-urlllod on their 
left flank, and being prevented from receiving by the 
cavalry, who, the further they advanced, stopped up 
!Ill the outlets in the rear. A fog rising from the lake 
now spread itsclf over the army of the Can ul, but tho 
high lands were in the sunshine, and all the different 
corps in ambush looked towards the hill of 'rorre for 
the ordcr of attack. Hannibal gave tho signal, and moved down from his post on the height. At the same 
moment all his troops on the eminences behind and in tho flank of Flaminius rushed forward as it were with 
ono accord into the plain. 'rhe Romans, who were 
forming their arrllv in tho mist, suddenly heard tho 
shouts of tho enel{lY in front of them, on every side, 
and before they could fall into their ranks, 01' draw their s,,-ords, or see by whom they were attacked, felt 
at once that they were Surrounded and lost. 

There are two little rivulets which rUDl from the Gualandra into the lake. The traveller crosses the 
first of these at about a mile after he comes into the 
plain, and this divides the Tuscan from the Papal territories. The second, about a quarter of a milc flll'ther on, is called ., the bloody rivulet"; and the 
peasants point out an open spot to the left between the .. Sanguiuetto" and the hills, ,,-hich, they say, 
was the principal scene of slaughter. 

The Actual Site. 
Tho other part of tho plain is covered with thick-set 

olive trees in corn grounds, and is nowhere quite level oxcept near the edge of the lake. It is, indeed, most 
probable that the battle was fought near this end oE 
the valley, for the six thousand Romans, who, at the 
beginning of the action, broke tlu'ough the enemy, 
escaped to tho summit of an eminence which must 
have been in tllis quarter, otherwise they would have 
had to traverse the whole plain, and to pierce through the main army of Hannibal. 

. '1'11.e Romans fought desperately for three hoUl's; but the death of Flaminius was the signal for a general 
disper"ion-. The Carthaginian hor::;e then burst in 
upon th.e fugitives, and the lake, the mar!;h about 
Borghetto, but chiefly the plain of the Sauguinetto, :lnd the passes of the GUahllldra, were strewed with 
dead.- �~�e�a�r� som!? 014 �~�I�-�a�l�l�s� on a bleak ridge to the 
left above the rivulet, many hUillan bones have been 
repeatedly found, and' this has cotlfirllled the preten­
sions and the name of .. the stream of blood." 

Every district in Italy has its hero. In the north 
some painter is the usual genius of the place, and the 
foreign Julio Romano more than divides Mantua ,,-ith 
her native Virgil_ To the south we hear of Roman 
pames. Near 'fhrasimeno tradition is still faithful to 
the fame of an enemy, and' Hannibal the Carthaginian is the only ancient name remembered on the bankiS 
of thl' Perugian lake. Flaminius is unknown, but the 
postilions on that road ha'Ve been taught to show the very pot where the Roman Consul was slain. Of all 
who fought and fell in the battle of Thrasimone, the 
historian himself has, decided the Generals, ana 
l\Iaharbal, preserved indeed only a siugle name. You 
overtake the Cm·thaginian again on the same road to 
Rome. '1he antiquary, that is, the hostler of the post­
house at Spoletto, tells you that his town repulsed the yictorious enemy, and shows you the gate, still 
called the Gate of Hannibal. It is hardly worth while 
to remark that a French novel-writer, well-known by 
the n:rme of the Prt.'sident Dupaty, , ilW 'rhrasimeue in 
the lake of Rolscena, which la.y eonveniontly on his 
woy from 'ienna to ROllle.-Byron. 

---___ b----

�L �E �A�~ �N �I �N �G� �F �~�O�M� AN ENEMY . 
"I knolV the Swedes will beat us for loug, but in 

the end they will tench WI to beat them. "-Peter the 
GI'Cflt of �R�l�1�"�~�i�n�.� 
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